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• The global and regional burden of STI;

• Data on STI incidence among sexual and gender minorities

(SGM);

• Antimicrobial resistance and STI in Latin America;

• STI prevention;

• Reflections on the way forward.

Agenda



STI burden globally 
and in Latin America1
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STIs are a major health burden…

WHO, 2024.



4

Disproportionally affecting the Global South

Zheng et al. Lancet Infec Dis. 2022.
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Syphilis is a major concern in Americas

WHO, 2024.
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Syphilis: rising incidence rates in Brazil

Brazilian Ministry of Health, 2023.



7

Particularly among SGM…

WHO, 2018.
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Particularly among SGM…

Tsuboi et al. Lancet Glob Healt. 2021.

                       
         
         
       
         
         
   
         

             
           

           
             

           
             

    

          
        
       

            
       
         

               
                

           
      

       
 

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
  
 
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
 
 
  
   
 

       
          
             
            

       
       
       

Syphilis prevalence among MSM in 

Latin America, 2000-20



STI incidence among 
SGM in Latin America2
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ImPrEP study

• The largest PrEP implementation study in Latin America:

Prospective, open-label, multicenter  

implementation study to assess feasibility of 

same day oral PrEP delivery for MSM and TGW 

within the public health systems of Brazil, 

Mexico and Peru between 2018 and 2021.

Brazil
n=3,928

Mexico 
n=3,288

Peru 
n=2,293

Veloso et al. Lancet HIV. 2023.
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ImPrEP study: STI incidence

Cases per 100 person-years

Syphilis

Anorectal chlamydia

Anorectal gonorrhea

Silva et al. Lancet HIV. 2024.
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ImPrEP study: STI diagnoses

Silva et al. Lancet HIV. 2024.

All STI diagnoses 

occurred in 31.6% 

of participants
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ImPrEP study

Factors associated with first STI diagnosis

Silva et al. Lancet HIV. 2024.
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Conectad@s

63.6%

24.7%

11.7%

0 1 2+

Number of incident bSTI diagnosed during follow-up51.3

Syphilis 15.9

Chlamydia 16.4

Gonorrhea 26.9

Incidence of

any bacterial

STI
per 100 py

per 100 py

per 100 py

per 100 py
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HPTN 083

Clement, ME. CROI 2024.

43% of participants from Latin America
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HPTN 083

Clement, ME. CROI 2024.

Cabotegravir maintain its 

efficacy even in the setting of

a concomitant bacterial STI 

diagnosis
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HPTN 085

Gallardo, J. IAS 2023.

bSTI incidence rates

27.9

11.1
10.2

13.1

bSTI 
No. 

Events 
Person-Years 

at Risk 
Incidence Rate 

(95% CI) 

Any STI  617 2154.7 28.6 (26.4-31.0) 

Chlamydia  375 2335.4 16.1 (14.5-17.8) 

Gonorrhea  290 2373.0 12.2 (10.9-13.7) 

Syphilis  165 2459.7 6.7 (5.7-7.8) 

Incidence is summarized for 100 person-years.  

 

STI at baseline



STI and 
Antimicrobial 
Resistance

3
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WHO-GASP 

WHO, 2024.
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WHO-GASP 2015-2016
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WHO-GASP 2015-2016
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Ng resistance in Brazil



STI prevention4
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Combined prevention

• Tests for HIV and STI;

• HIV PEP and PrEP;

• Vaccines;

• Treating STI and HIV;

• Partners’ treatment;

• Harm reduction;

• Condoms, lubricants;

• Structural factors!
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Challenges for Partner Treatment
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Communication
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Doxy-PEP in Latin America

• Clinical trials have not enrolled participants in Latin America;

• No official guidelines issued so far;

• No data on off-label use or doxy-PEP awareness among sexual 

and gender minorities.

Web-based survey enrolling 5,007 respondentes who answered

the following question:

Have you ever heard about doxy-PEP?
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Doxy-PEP awareness in Brazil

Doxy-PEP awareness, 

N=1707 (n, %)

No doxy-PEP 

awareness, N=3300 

(n, %)

aOR (95% CI)

Educational level: secondary or lower 327 (19.2) 884 (26.8) Ref.

Educational level: post-secondary 1380 (80.8) 2416 (73.2) 1.43 (1.19-1.72)

HIV Knowledge Score (Median, IQR), (score range 

0-12)
12 (11, 12) 11 (11, 12) 1.13 (1.06-1.22)

Internalized LGBTQIAPN+ Score (Median, IQR), 

(score range 0-42)
7 (3, 13) 9 (4, 17) 0.98 (0.97-0.98)

Number of sex partners1: 5 or less 787 (37.7) 2039 (61.8) Ref.

Number of sex partners1: More than 5 920 (53.9) 1261 (38.2) 1.41 (1.21-1.65)

Condomless anal sex1 1379 (80.8) 2272 (68.8) 1.39 (1.16-1.67)

Chemsex1 520 (41.0) 694 (27.4) 1.28 (1.09-1.50)

At least one STI1 333 (19.7) 448 (13.8) 1.28 (1.06-1.55)

HIV status: negative 1156 (68.0) 2290 (69.7) Ref.

HIV status: positive 509 (29.9) 811 (24.7) 1.15 (0.98-1.35)

HIV status: unknown 36 (2.1) 183 (5.6) 0.64 (0.41-0.97)

1 In the last 6 months; models adjusted for age, gender, race, income and living in capital cities.

Only 5.6% reported previous doxy-PEP use, mostly receiving a medical prescription (64.2%)



Reflections on the 
way forward…5
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Strengthening clinical research…

• Clinical trials conducted in 10 countries from Latin America by 2024:

STI Watch. AVAC. Access in 2024.

Country
Number of 

active trials
Topics

Argentina 1 Syphilis (diagnosis)

Brazil 5 HPV (vaccines), Hepatitis B (vaccines)

Chile 2 HPV (vaccines)

Colombia 3 HPV (vaccines)

Guatemala 1 HPV (diagnosis)

Haiti 2 HPV (vaccines), Hepatitis B (vaccines)

Mexico 3 HPV (vaccines)

Nicaragua 6 HPV (vaccines)

Peru 3 HPV (vaccines)

Puerto Rico 2 HPV (vaccines)
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Community action
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Fight stigma and LGBTQIAPN+phobia

Peru

June, 2024
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Fight stigma and LGBTQIAPN+phobia



Gratidão!
mayara.secco@fiocruz.br

|   @HIVptn
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